Renaissance

I.

William of Occam:  d. 1347:  Reviver of nominalism.  
Defended realism as bulwark of orthodoxy.  Skeptic, denying that 
any theological doctrines are demonstrable by pure reason.  
Maintained that universals do not exist in things, but in the 
thinking mind.  Intuition as a source of knowledge.  Prepared way 
for inductive method of studying mind and nature.  Zealous 
advocate of ecclesiastical and political reform.

II.
Peter Chelcicky, b. 1385.


A.
Spiritual father of Bohemian Brethren.


B.
Called foremost thinker and writer of 14th Century.


C.
Emphasized:  only source of faith is will of God found 

exclusively and finally in the New Testament.


D.
Taught separation of church and state, and held to only 

two sacraments—baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

III.
Marsilius of Padua.


A.
Maintained exclusive authority of Scriptures.


B.
A political writer denying authority of papal decrees and 

supremacy of Bishop of Rome.


C.
Book—“Defensor Pacis” 

IV.
John Wycliffe



A.
“The Morning Star of the Reformation.”



B.
Oxford graduate, lecturer, master of Canterbury Hall.



C.
Nationalist leader of England.



D.
Greatest contributions to history:




1.
Attack on Papal Hierarchy.




2.
Preached gospel to the people by means of 



preachers called “Lollards” whom he organized 


and sent out.




3.
Held to the supremacy of Scriptures.

V.

John Hus of Prague, b. 1367.



A.
1403—became rector of University of Prague.



B.
Promoted evangelical preaching in Bohemia.



C.
Deep student of Bible and writings of Wycliffe.



D.
Burned as heretic because defied power of Church.



E.
The true church is the group of predestined, past, present, 

and future.
VI.
Bohemian Brethren.



A.
Arose from Hussite Movement.



B.
Evangelicals of later 15th and 16th Centuries.



C.
Emphasized Scripture, purity and holiness of the Church.



D.
Became melting pot for all evangelicals opposing Rome.

VII.
Renaissance (Rebirth) Revival of learning (things of mind).



A.
Reasons for:




1.
Disorder and divided state of Church




2.
Impact of Greek learning form the East.



B.
Characteristics of:




1.
Promoted aesthetic (over against religious).




2.
Involved a fresh appreciation of literature of Rome 


and Greece.  Less appreciative of writings of the 


scholastics.




3.
Promoted paganism (above Christianity).




4.
Introduced study of Greek and Hebrew, which led 


to a better understanding of Scriptures.  Paved the 


way for Reformation.




5.
Rise of Scientific Research, study of nature, etc., 


which led to anti-supernaturalism.




6.
Emancipation from ecclesiastical authority.  



(Freedom form all authority)




7.
Humanism: rediscovery of the culture of 



ancient classicism “man qua man.”

VIII.
The Papal Decline (1290 – 1500)


A.
Trends toward the Babylonian Captivity.



1.
Crusades;  lasted too long—200 years.




2.
Inquisition:  dissent became clearly defined.




3.
Church organization became too complex:  Heavy 


ecclesiastical taxes.




a.
Annate:  first year’s wages from new position go 


to Pope.




b.
Reservation:  reserving in advance of some soon 


coming benefice.




c.
Expectancies:  jobs go to highest bidders, while 


losers forfeit bids to the Papacy.




d.
Indulgencies:  sold openly to all.




e.
Papal dispensation:  liberating people from 



temporal punishments by payment of money.




f.
Nepotism:  promotion of relatives.




4.
Strict enforcement of celibacy among clergy.




5.
Papacy becomes goal of ambition.




6.
Low spiritual quality of the French.

IX.
Boniface VIII (1294 – 1303):  the highest claims of the papacy 
were contained in the Bull Unum Sanctum.  Both secular and 
spiritual powers were claimed.  The secular powers were 
wielded by the state but on behalf of the church.  He had trouble 
with “Philip the Fair,” King of France, and this ended with the 
captivity of the papacy in Avignon, France (1305 – 1377).

X.

“Babylonian Captivity” (1309 – 1377).



A.
For 70 years the papacy was the mere tool of the court (at 

Avignon, France).  It was a blow to papal prestige.



B.
Net effects:




1.      Papacy became subservient to French interests




2.      New demand for Papal reform.




3.      Anti-papal feeling by populace.




4.      Led to “Consular Movement.”

XI.
“Great Schism” 1378 – 1449.



A.
Cause:  this schism was occasioned by persistent efforts 

by the Italians and others to secure the restoration of the 

papal court to Rome.



B.
During this time there were two sets of popes, one at 

Rome and one at Avignon.



C.
Main Councils:




1.
Pisa 1409:  Two popes deposed, but continued I 


offices – Alexander V elected as third pope.




2.
Constance 1414 – 1418:  Called to reform the 


church, heal the schism, and suppress heresy.  As 


a result, John Hus was burned at the stake.  This 


council virtually put an end to the schism; Martin 


V became sole pope.




3.
Basel 1431 – 1449:  “Donation of Constantine” 


proved to be false.  Nicholas V became solitary 


pope; one pope from here on.

XII.
1450 – 1500:  No important popes; need for reform evident.

